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Subject: DRAFT STOP SIGN POLICY

Allached 15 a draft of a policy for the submission and processing ot requests for
installation of stop signs, The draft policy, which is based on practices in use in municipalities
throughout the country:

* summarizes the standards for installation of stop signs set forth in the Manual on U niform
Traflie Control Deviees (MUCTD);

 cstablishes a format for submission of requests that requires the requesting person to
obtain a degrec of consensus from surrounding property owners to ensure that the request
substantially reflects the will of the alficted conununity;

* provides for review by the City Planner, the City Engineer, the Traffic and Iransportation
Commitice, and final approval by the City Manager:

* establishes a {inite time period for complction of the process,

It abso allows for the introduction of sound judgment into those situations in which strict
adhercuce o the MUTCID standards may not serve the best interosts of the community, and
cmphasives that the process should focus not simply on the evaluation of the stop sign request,
but on identifving solutions to the underlying traffic salety concerns.

I you concur, [ recommend that the draft be lorwarded for review by the parties involved
i the process so their comments can be incorporated into the document,

Forwarded Tor your information and consideration.
4
M_- J Q%\Mvﬂ
WRC/wre Willtam R, Connors
att. Police Comumissioner
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CITY OF RYE
STOP SIGN ISTALLATION POLICY

The City of Rye encourages residents to bring forward their concerns regarding
traftic safety so that clected officials, city staff, and our residents can work together to
resolve them,

Once request frequently made by residents is for the installation ol stop sighs
either two-way stops or all-way stop sipns, which require ull raffic to stap upun
approaching an lutersection,

Tu b effective, stop signs must be used judicionsly; unproper mstallation can, in
fact, have 4 negative impact on traffic sufety and create conditions more hazardous than
those it was intended tu coueet. When they are not used correctly, slop stgns can become
meftective. Successive stop signs can incrense speeds as motoristy travel between them,
and they can cause “roll-through”™ vivlativns — and possibly collisions — 1 motorists
disregard them. Studics show that stop signs typically slow traffic within one hundred
feet, but speeds actually increase beyond that distince 48 Motorists aceelerate quickly
atlempting (o recoup lost lime. They can inerense thie nuwmber of rear end collisions at a
location, and can have a negative enviropmental impact by inereasing air and noise
pollution as vehicles brake and accelerate in the alToctad e, Stop signs are Just one of
many alternatives, such as other traffic contral devices, inereased enforcement, public
education, und physical improvements that should be consderad when attempling to
address a traffic safety concom,

The natianal stundard for tralfic control devices is the Myl un Unifoim Traftic
Control Devices (MUTCIY), which is pubhished by the United States Department of
Trinsportation. The MUITCD provides the fullowing guidance regarding stop gigne:

liencral:

Stop Signs should be used Efengim:c:ring Judgment indicates that one or more of e
following conditions exist:

Infersection of a less imputtant road with a main road where applicatinn of thy
nonmal right-of-way rmle would not by expected to provide reasonable compliimee
with the tuw.

*  Street C?nlm'ing a throngh hishway or strect.

o Unsipnadized interseetion in a signahzed arca: and/or

o High gpeeds, restricted view, or erash records judicule anced for control by the
sLopy &ty

Stop signs shoukl nut be used for speed control,
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Stap signs should be mstalled i a manner that minimizes the number of vehicles having
1 stap.

The following are considerations that may influcnce the decision regarding the
appropriate street on which to install a stop sign where two strects with relatively eqgual
volumes and/or charactunistics exist:
* Stopping the direction that conflicts the most with estublished pedestrian crossing
activity or schuuol walking rouies;
» Stopping the dircction that has obscured vision, dips, or bumps that already
Feguie ditvers W use lawer operaling speeds:
e Stopping the direetion that has the longest distance of uninterrupted traffic flow
appraaching the iicersection: and
* Stopping the direction that has the best sight distunce to conflicting traffic.

Mulibway Srop Sivns:

Additional standards apply to multiway, sometimes known as all-way, slop signs.

Multiway stap signs can be useful al intersections with corlain traffic conditions,
and should be used only based on an engincering study at interseetions at which traftic
volume on the inlersceting roads is approxintely equal, Multiway stops create safety
concerns, however; in particular. they can result in confusion regarding the right of way
om (he part of pedestrians, bicyelists, and all road users wliu expect gl other users o stop.

T'he followng criteris should be considered when cvaluating the need for a
multiway stop;

A, Where installation of a trallic signal 15 Justitied, the multway stop is an
nterim measure that can be installed quickly to control traific pending the
tstallution of the signal,

B A crash problem, as indicated by five or more reported crashes in a twelve
month period tal are suseeptible 1o correction by a muttiway stop installation,
such as right- and lefl- turmn eollisions and right angle collisions,

€. Minbmum volumes:

a. The vehicular volune entering the intersection from the mafor streel
approaciics (lolal of both approuches) averages at Jeast 300 vehicles
per hour for any cight hovrs of an average day, aud

b. The combined vehicular, pedestrian, and bieyele volume cntering the
wtersection from the minor street approaches {lotal of both
approuches) averages at least 200 units per hour for the same cieht
hours, with an average delay to migor-strect trafic of at least thirty
scootkls per vehiele during the livhiest hour, but

¢ Ifthe 8yY percentile approach speed of the miajor-strect traffic exceeds
lorty miules per hour, the minimum vehieulur volume warrants ure 70
per cent ol the above values,
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Otlier eriteria that may be considered include:

A The need to control tefl-turn conflicts;

3. The need to control vehicle/pedestrian conflicts near locations that gencrate
lupl pedestiian volumes;

. Locations where a roud user, afler stopping, cannot sce conflicting traffic and
is not able to reasonably sulely negotiale (he imterseetion unless conilicting
cross traffic 1 also required to stop; and

. An inlersection of two residential neighbarhood collector (through) strects of
similar design and opcrating characteristies where multiway stop control
would improve tralfic operational characleristics of the interscction.

Progedure:

Although the MUTUIY sets forth detailed criteria for the installation of stop sigms,
there may bo particular local concems not addressed by the MUTCD standards-fhiat make
Installation of a stop sign or & mulliway stop the correet answer (o a traftic safoty
concern, Therefore, the City of Rye has implemented a procedurc that balanees tie
desires of residents, the objective standards set forth in the MUTCD. and the professionual
expertise of City staff, i

Installation ot a stop sign may be requested by a residont, a business ownct., g
neighborhoud assuciation, or a eity official. T'o ensure that the request reflects the will of
the adjoining property owners, it mmst be accompanivd by the signaturos of of least fifty
per cent (50%) of the owners ol residences on'the two city blocks adjacent {o the
proposed stop sign (or the fonr adjacent streets when a multiway stop is requested).
Requests are to be submitted ou the mescribed form. They will then be reviewed bry the
Uity Planner. the Cily Engimeer, the Police Commissioner, and the Tratfic and
Transporlation Committee, which will forward its [inal recommendation 1o the Cily
Manm,&cr within sixty days of rCCCi'pt ol the original request The City Manager will then
githor approve the request and forward it to the Depattinent of Fublic Works for
installation, or disapprove the request and forward the torn to the renquesting party as
netification ot the final determination. Throughout the | cvicw process, all partics will
cxamine Lthe uppropriateness ol alternate means of addressing the safel Y cancoem
underlying the stop sigh request, and will make appropriate recommueslations (o engyre
that the primary goal is uchieved - implementing the most ¢ffective means of enhancing
sfery at the Jogation,
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CITY OF RYE
REQUEST FOR INSTALLATION OF §TOP SIGN

CITYor RYE sy 1942

Name:

Address:
Telephone: (Day)
Date of Request:

Installation Requested: Stop Sign Multiway Stop Sign:
Irltr,'.rh‘.r'('.ll-nr] WhL‘]’l‘ Tel‘.l'lllf".‘-%“fl]' e
Direction of trallle w be stopped (i lwo-way slop reguest):

Reason for roquest (salety concerns):

i— e (E\ft.‘;tﬁi[1£)_" e

Required petitions enclosed: {Y / N)

Please subrmit request o the City Planner’s Otfice, 1051 Boston Post Road, Rye, New
Yaork (058G, You will recetve a determination within 90 days of reguest,

For office usc onl}f‘._ o

Lute reeeived;

Planning Dopartment review: Pate AI'TROVLE/DISAFFROVIE
Comments: e 1

Fhginecring Department review: Dale APPROVE/DISAPPROVE
Comments: S —

Pulice Department review: Dae APPROVE/DISAPPROVLE:
Comments: . }

Iraffic amd Transportation Commiliee review: Date AFPPROVE/DISAPPROVE
Comments; e,

City Manager revicw: Date ___APPROVE/DISAI'PROVE
Comments: . .
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CITY OF RYE
TEANY T, PETITION IN SUPPORT OF REQUEST FOR STOP SIGN

CITYem AT 1y 1947

By signing below, | certify that [ am a resident of the City of Rye; that Treside or conduct
business at the property listed below, and that | support the request filed with the City of

Rye by (name of requesting party) _
of (uddress) o
for installation of a stop sign at the following location:

iNume (.[Jlrilit) Sigualure ] Address | Telephon

el
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