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Issues Confronting Our SeniorsIssues Confronting Our Seniors

• Competitiveness
– Holistic reading of applications  (NY Times 11/1/2009) 

• Will it be possible to maintain?
– “labor intensive, expensive”
UC S B b– UC‐Santa Barbara:  
1997  20,700 applications
2009  45,000 applications

Boston College: 5% increase in Early Action pool– Boston College:  5% increase in Early Action pool
– Duke University:   32% increase in Early Decision pool
– New York University:  5% increase in Early application pool
– George Washington University: 24% increase in Early app poolGeorge Washington University:  24% increase in Early app pool 

(and 70 % over past 2 years)
– Drexel University: 28% increase in applications



• Cost:
Average Published Charges for Undergraduates by Type andAverage Published Charges for Undergraduates by Type and 

Control of Institution, 2009‐10 (Enrollment‐Weighted)

Source: The College Board, Annual Survey of Colleges.



Percentage Changes and Dollar Changes 
in Published Tuition and Fees

Four‐Year Public Colleges by Region, 1999‐00 to 2009‐10

Region
2009‐10 

TF
10‐year   
$ change

10‐year 
% change

Highest Tuition and Fees New England $9 391 $3 349 55%Highest Tuition and Fees New England $9,391  $3,349  55%

Lowest Tuition and Fees South $5,802  $2,270  64%

Largest Dollar Increase New England $9 391 $3 349 55%Largest Dollar Increase New England $9,391  $3,349  55%

Largest Percentage 
Increase Southwest $6,768  $3,253  93%

Smallest Dollar Increase Middle States $8,005  $2,180  37%

Smallest Percentage 
Increase Middle States $8,005 $2,180 37%Increase Middle States $8,005  $2,180  37%



• Student ChoiceStudent Choice
• Special Talents
• Parent/Community Perceptions & Expectations• Parent/Community Perceptions & Expectations

• Financial Considerations
Travel– Travel

– Scholarships

T iti– Tuition



Would you be accepted now?
(Admission decision based on Rye applicant pool)
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Preparation by the Class of 2010Preparation by the Class of 2010

• Managing Your FutureManaging Your Future
– Requirement of all students

• Pre‐Season for college applicationsPre Season for college applications
– Afternoon and Evening opportunity
– Common Application Workshop for parentsCommon Application Workshop for parents

• College Representatives
– Individual and Group meetingsIndividual and Group meetings
– 140 colleges visited from September‐November
– College Coach visitsCollege Coach visits



• Special Talents:
– Boston College, Bowdoin, Brown, Colby, Colgate, 
Columbia, Cornell, Duke, Elon, Georgetown, 
Syracuse and more to follow

• Rigorous Academics
– Increase in Honors and Advanced Placement 
courses

• US News and World Report Ranking

N k R ki• Newsweek Ranking

• AP Articulation with neighboring schools districts



Advanced Placement StatisticsAdvanced Placement Statistics 



Advanced Placement ComparisonsAdvanced Placement Comparisons

Advanced Placement Results 2004‐2009Advanced Placement Results 2004 2009

Total Number of  Total Number of % of Grade

Year AP Candidates Exams Taken 3 or higher

2004 191 400 78%

200 283 8 %2005 283 578 75%

2006 298 640 87%

2007 296 647 86%

2008 348 726 84%

2009 398 806 85%



Advanced Placement Comparisons



“How can we help our students to be 
d h i i ll ?”accepted at the most competitive colleges?”

“Definition”
• Establish our priorities

Wesleyan University:
“Whatever you do don’t give up the AP program”Whatever you do, don t give up the AP program
Tufts University:
“Resonate strength of curriculum and level of understanding” 
through the AP programg p g

MIT :
“AP program is defined by rigor” 
“Looking for the most challenging program in each high school”
“AP curriculum represents students seeking rigor”
Harvard University:
“Competition comes in many forms and the AP program allows high 
schools and students the opportunity to demonstrate theirschools  and students the opportunity to demonstrate their 
acceptance of a rigorous academic program” 



“Definition” by our studentsDefinition  by our students

As colleges suggest the high school defines itself, g gg g ,
students must also “define” themselves.

• Rigor of program
• Activities:

– Overworked phrase:  passion
• “What does a student do” ‐ not for the college applicationWhat does a student do   not for the college application 
but because they are good at it, or love it.

• Essays
E l MIT’ t ll b t lf– Example:  MIT’s tell us about yourself 

• Honest description vs counselor or consultant’s efforts
• Colleges see the differences



Applications
As of December 22, 2009

• Early Decision/Early Actiony / y
– 69% applied through an Early program

• 137 students
• 354 applications processed• 354 applications processed 

– 58% accepted through an Early program to date
• 79 students with an acceptance

(W till iti f d i i )(We are still waiting for many decisions)

94 (47%) seniors with at least one acceptance( ) p
1165 applications submitted
288  different colleges



Rye High School – Acceptance to Date
D b 22 2009December 22, 2009

• American University Dominican College
• The University of Arizona Drexel University
• Boston College Duke University
• Boston University U. of Edinburgh
• Bowdoin College Elon University
• Brown University Evergreen State University• Brown University Evergreen State University
• Bucknell University Fairfield University
• UC – Berkeley Fordham University
• Chestnut Hill College Georgetown University
• University of Chicago Gordon College
• Coastal Carolina University Indiana University
• Colby College Ithaca College

C lb S C ll J h & W l U i it• Colby‐Sawyer College Johnson & Wales University
• Colgate University Lafayette College
• Colorado School of Mines Lehigh University
• Columbia University Loyola Marymount Universityy y y y
• Cornell University Lycoming College
• Dartmouth College U. Massachusetts, Amherst



• Miami University Rider University Syracuse U.

• University of Michigan Roanoke College Temple U.

• Mitchell College U. of Rochester Texas Christian U.

• U. of New Hampshire Rutgers University Trinity College

ll f h ll h l’ ll l• College of New Rochelle St. Michael’s College Tulane University

• New York University Santa Clara University U. of Vermont

• U. of North Carolina‐Wilmington Siena College Villanova University

• Northeastern University U of South Carolina U of WisconsinNortheastern University U. of South Carolina U. of Wisconsin

• Northwestern University U. of South Florida Yale University

• University of Notre Dame Southern Methodist U.

• Oberlin College Southwestern University

• Ohio University U. of St. Andrews Last minute 

• Pace University SUNY – Cobleskill additions:

• Penn State University SUNY – Oneonta Arizona State

U i i f Pi b h SUNY N P l C ll f Ch l• University of Pittsburgh SUNY – New Paltz Coll of Charleston

• U. of Rhode Island SUNY – Maritime Iona College

• U. of Richmond Susquehanna University Lesley  University



Projects for the FutureProjects for the Future

• College Speaker: Ann Larson Senior AssociateCollege Speaker:  Ann Larson, Senior Associate 
Director of Admissions, Miami University
– College Admissions– College Admissions

– Competitive Public Universities

C St di t d b M i L d• Case Studies presented by Marcia Landesman, 
Assistant Director of Admissions,                   
Y l U i itYale University
– Faculty meeting/Area Guidance Counselors invited



• Improving Testing StrategiesImproving Testing Strategies
– With cooperation from Kaplan 
– Practice PSAT (March) will include 1 on 1 test ( )
evaluation with parents

– New initiative:  SAT/ACT combination exam
• Which test is more appropriate for each student?

• Managing Your Future curriculum
– Focus Group (December 2009)
– Review and update curriculum by Counselors 
(December 2009)(December 2009)

• Newly created survey for Class of 2009



Would you be accepted now?
(Ad i i d i i b d R li l)(Admission decision based on Rye applicant pool)

• Slide # 1
d– Accepted GPA:   97.8

– Average SAT scores:  1498
• Slide #2

– Accepted GPA: 94 68Accepted GPA:  94.68
– Average SAT scores:  1386

• Slide #3
– Accepted GPA:  97.83
– Average SAT scores:  1530

• Slide #4
– Accepted GPA:  99.44
– Average SAT scores: 1540Average SAT scores:  1540

• Slide #5
– Accepted GPA:  96.94
– Average SAT scores:  1445
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• Slide # 1 Yale University
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– Average SAT scores:  1445
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