
    
CITY OF RYE 

1051 BOSTON POST ROAD 

RYE, NY 10580 

AGENDA 

 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY HALL 

Wednesday, January 22, 2020 

7:30 p.m. 

 

 

Please Note: The Council will convene at 6:30 p.m. and it is expected they will adjourn into Executive 

Session at 6:31 p.m. to discuss attorney-client privileged matters, personnel matters and labor negotiations. 

 

1. Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

2. Roll Call. 

 

3. Mayor’s Annual Message. 

 

4. Draft unapproved minutes of the Regular Meeting of the City Council held January 8, 2020. 

 

5. General Announcements 

 

6. Residents may be heard on matters for Council consideration that do not appear on the 

Agenda. 

 

7. Presentation by Blanca Lopez, Westchester County Executive Office, regarding the 2020 

Census process and expectations. 

 

8. Authorization for City Manager to purchase a new fire truck for $572,345.00 using funds 

in the Vehicle and Building Maintenance Account. 

Roll Call 

 

9. Approve appointments to the Boat Basin Commission from the October 2019 election. 

  

10. Update on Fireman’s Circle plantings and resolution authorizing DPW to execute transfer 

of $3,800 from the Tree Fund to DPW so Rye Sustainability can execute the Fireman’s 

Circle plantings subject to TPS approval. 

 

11. Consideration of a request by the American Legion Post 128 and the Ladies Auxiliary of 

Post 128 to approve a parade to commemorate Memorial Day to be held on Monday, May 

25, 2020 from 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.    

 

12. Consideration of a request by the American Legion Post 128 and the Ladies Auxiliary of 

Post 128 to hold a Memorial Day Ceremony on the village green event to be held on 

Monday, May 25, 2020 from 10:30 a.m. to 11:15 a.m.    



    
 

13. Consideration of a request by the American Legion Post 128 and the Ladies Auxiliary of 

Post 128 to have a food truck at the Memorial Day event to be held on Monday, May 25, 

2020 from 9:30 a.m. to 12:00 a.m.    

 

14. Consideration of a request by the Rye Free Reading Room for the use of the Village Green 

and City Hall Parking lot to host the Annual Vehicle Fair Sunday, June 7, 2020 from 11:00 

a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

 

15. Consideration of a request by the Rye Free Reading Room to have three food trucks at the 

Annual Vehicle Fair on Sunday, June 7, 2020 from 11:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.    

 

16. Resolution to grant permission to the Rye Free Reading Room to use the Village Green for 

their book sale to be held on Sunday, April 26, 2020 from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm. 

 

17. Appointments to Boards and Commissions by the Mayor with Council approval. 

 
18. Old Business/New Business. 

 

19. Adjournment. 
 
 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 

The next regular meeting of the City Council will be held on Wednesday, February 5, 2020 at 

7:30 p.m.  

 

** City Council meetings are available live on Cablevision Channel 75, Verizon Channel 39, and 

on the City Website, indexed by Agenda item, at www.ryeny.gov under “RyeTV Live”. 

 

The Mayor and City Council have office hours in the Mayor’s Conference Room 

Annex at Rye City Hall, 1051 Boston Post Road.  Attendance by the Mayor and 

Council Members will vary.  The Mayor’s Conference Room Annex is located 

on the 1st floor of City Hall adjacent to the Council Chambers.  Office hours 

may be found on the City’s website. 

 

http://www.ryeny.gov/


UNAPPROVED MINUTES of the Regular 

Meeting of the City Council of the City of Rye held in 

City Hall on January 8, 2020, at 7:30 P.M. 

 

PRESENT: 

 JOSH COHN, Mayor 

 SARA GODDARD 

            CAROLINA JOHNSON 

 RICHARD MECCA 

 JULIE SOUZA 

 BENJAMIN STACKS  

 Councilmembers 

 

ABSENT:   

 PAMELA TARLOW 

 Councilmember 

  

 The Council convened at 6:30 P.M.  Councilman Mecca made a motion, seconded by 

Councilwoman Souza, enter into executive session to discuss litigation and personnel matters.  At 

7:34 P.M., Councilman Mecca made a motion, seconded by Councilwoman Souza, to exit executive 

session and commence the regular meeting of the City Council.  The meeting began at 7:41 P.M. 

 

1. Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Mayor Cohn called the meeting to order and invited the Council to join in the Pledge of 

Allegiance. 

 

2. Roll Call. 

 

Mayor Cohn asked the City Clerk to call the roll; a quorum was present to conduct official 

City business. 

 

3. Draft unapproved minutes of the Regular Meeting of the City Council held December 18, 

2019 and the Special Meeting of the City Council held December 24, 2019. 

 

 Councilman Mecca made a motion, seconded by Councilwoman Souza and unanimously 

carried, to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of the City Council held December 18, 2019 

and the Special Meeting of the City Council held December 24, 2019. 

  

4. General Announcements 

 

 Councilwoman Goddard extended a welcome to incoming Councilmembers Johnson and 

Tarlow.  She announce that there will be an event entitled “Native Plant Event- Learn from Experts 

and Order Native Plant Material” on January 22, 2020 sponsored and held by the Rye Garden Club 

at 7:30pm at the Rye Free Reading Room.   
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 Councilwoman Souza announced that the Rye Youth Council was sponsoring an event for 

high school students or recent graduates entitled, “Practical & Tactical: Steps to Take Now for your 

Financial Future,” to be held Monday, January 13, 2020 at 6:30pm at the Rye Free Reading room.  

She also welcomed the new councilmembers.    

 

 Councilman Stacks thanked outgoing Councilmembers Hurd and Tagger-Epstein for their 

service.  He also welcomed Councilmembers Johnson and Tarlow. 

 

 Councilwoman Johnson thanked the community and Council.  She said she looked forward 

to serving her community and working with the Council.  She said that thanks to the funding from 

the City, the Rye Free Reading Room hours have been extended to 8:00 pm Monday through Friday.   

 

 Mayor Cohn welcomed the new councilmembers. 

 

5. Residents may be heard on matters for Council consideration that do not appear on the 

Agenda. 

 

 Mayor Cohn reminded everyone that due to popular demand, the Council has installed a 

clock and asked the public to observe a three minute time limit in their remarks. 

 

 George Szczerba, 16 Adelaide Street, addressed the Council. Mr. Szczerba identified himself 

as a form member of the Boat Basin Commission.  He said he had been watching to the meetings 

and talking to people and that he observed that while the City Council approved the purchase of a 

hydraulic trailer, the purchase had not been completed. He was concerned as there is need for 

revenue this spring and the need for dredging.  Mayor Cohn recommended that Mr. Szczerba follow 

up with the City Manager on the issue. 

 

 Mack Cunningham, Rye resident, addressed the Council.  He reported that since the last  

City Council meeting, this community has sadly lost longtime resident Bill Ball, son of a police 

sergeant, and grandson of a fire chief.  Mr. Ball served this community for 60 years and was a WWII 

Veteran.  He served on the City Council for two terms, was on the Rye Town Park Commission for 

18 years, served on the Rye Golf Commission for 12 years, was a part of the Rye Lions over 40 

years, served on the hook and ladder team and was a chief for the Fire Department, and was a 

delegate for the Rye Republican Party.  Mr. Cunningham remarked that he did not think that Mr. 

Ball’s service would ever be duplicated.   Mr. Cunningham said that two highlights that stuck out 

were that 1) he was on the Council when Ed Grainger was the mayor, fighting and winning the effort 

against the construction of the Oyster Bay Bridge; and 2) Mr. Ball and the Council decided to 

purchase the Rye Golf Club for $1.2 million.  Mr. Cunningham said that this was a huge value added 

to the community and property values as a recreational asset.  Mr. Cunningham recalled a time when 

he took the opportunity to honor Mr. Ball with a portrait of the Rye Golf Club, which was one of his 

most satisfying moments.  He lastly said that it was important to recognize the legacy of Mr. Ball’s 

family, as his son, Andy Ball, also serves on the Planning Commission. 

 

 Paula Fung, 84 Elmwood Avenue, welcomed the two new councilmembers.  She said it was 

a huge responsibility and on behalf of the Friends of Nursery Field, she thanked them for their 

service.  She spoke briefly against the building of synthetic turf.  She encouraged the Council to read 
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up about the issue.  She said that the neighborhood and community feels passionate about the 

subject. She asked the Council for two favors: 1) to drive by Nursery Field and take a moment and 

look and see the houses that surround it; and 2) when people take kids to sports this week, ask them 

to not recycle or use reusable bottles.  While small efforts may not seem like a big deal, she said 

most of us do these small measures to protect the environment and think it is the right thing to do.  

 

6. Resolution Against Bigotry and Hatred. 

  

 Mayor Cohn said that he has not as mayor been a big resolution person because there is so 

much real work for the Council to do.  However, he said that he was contacted a week or so ago by a 

councilwoman in Harrison who was working on a resolution there in response to an attack in the 

orthodox Jewish community in Rockland County.  Her goal was have other towns pass a resolution 

to have a showing of solidarity across the county.  We as the council have put together a short 

resolution.  The following resolution is particularly focused on antisemitism. 

 

 Mayor Cohn made a motion, seconded by Councilwoman Souza and unanimously carried, to 

adopt the following resolution: 

 

 RESOLVED, We, the City Council of the City of Rye, NY stand in solidarity 

with the people of Monsey, New York in rejecting all forms of bigotry, hatred, 

anti-Semitism and discrimination of any kind. We are appalled by the anti-Semitic 

attack on our neighbors and are resolved that hate will have no home in our 

community.  

 

 Our nation was founded on the principle of religious freedom and the right of 

all people to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. We will do our part, and 

urge Rye residents to do theirs, to ensure that all people are free to practice their 

faith and pursue the American dream in peace. This will be the achieved only if we 

all resolve to respect and support one another, and to teach our children to do the 

same. 

 

 Councilman Mecca remarked that on January 6, 1941, Franklin D. Roosevelt said the 

following, “In the future days, which we seek to make secure, we look forward to a world founded 

upon four essential human freedoms. The first is freedom of speech and expression – everywhere in 

the world. The second is freedoms of every person to worship God in his own way – everywhere in 

the world. The third is freedom from want…everywhere in the world. The fourth is freedom from 

fear…anywhere in the world. That is no vision of a distant millennium. It is a definite basis for a 

kind of world attainable in our own time and generation.” 

 

 Councilman Mecca said that we can continue to fight and hope for these four freedoms. 

 

 

7. Resolution to amend the 2020 Adopted Fees and Charges for the Boat Basin to increase 

fees for slips. 
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 George Hogben, Boat Basin Supervisor, and Joe Pecora, Boat Basin Commission member, 

addressed the Council.  They said that an increase in fees for slips had not occurred in over three 

years.  The thought at first was to not have an increase, but as the dredging cost increases, it is 

important that the Boat Basin generate revenue to offset the rise in cost.  The average increase would 

be approximately $150 per vessel.  An additional $36,000 would be raised in total.    

 

 Mayor Cohn asked what effect, if any, the Commission feels this might have on keeping 

boats or attracting others.  Mr. Pecora responded that they expect the normal turnover.  They felt that 

they could most likely fill the spots.  If there is a showing of dredging/ improvements, it can be 

helpful and defend the raise. 

 

 Councilman Stacks asked how they compared with the other basins in the area. 

 

 Mr. Pecora responded that it was hard to compare with other basins with regard to size, 

location, etc., but that New Rochelle would be the closest in comparison.  For residents, the City of 

Rye is still offering less than what New Rochelle charges.  For nonresidents, the City of Rye charges 

slightly more.    

 

 Councilwoman Goddard asked if the Boat Basin was at capacity. 

 

 Supervisor Hogben responded that they have some open spots.    

 

 Councilwoman Goddard clarified that the $36,000 projection in the aggregate is based on the 

current capacity. Mr. Pecora and Mr. Hogben agreed. 

 

 Councilman Mecca made a motion, seconded by Councilman Stacks, to amend the 2020 

Adopted Fees and Charges for the Boat Basin to increase fees for slips. 

 

ROLL CALL 

AYES:  Mayor Cohn, Councilmembers Goddard, Johnson, Mecca, Souza, Stacks  

NAYS: None 

ABSENT: Councilwoman Tarlow 

 

 

8. Presentation by Rye Sustainability regarding Fireman’s Circle plantings and resolution 

authorizing transfer of $3,800 from the Tree Fund to DPW so Rye Sustainability can 

execute the Fireman’s Circle plantings. 

 

 Melissa Grieco, Rye Sustainability Committee, briefly discussed the Rye Healthy Yard 

program, which seeks to raise awareness in the community about practices such as mulching, 

composting, introducing native plants, and other important measures.  The program is also 

encouraging creating a pollinator pathway.  She said there were 27 communities within New York 

and Connecticut to participate in this effort.  Residents and organizations pledge to keep healthy 

yards and maintain native plants.  Ms. Grieco thanked the City’s Building Department and 

Westchester Land Trust to procure a map that she displayed for the public showcasing the initiative 

and how it has spread in the community.  She said that members of the community felt that the 
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newly renovated Fireman’s Circle was a beautiful space that could be the perfect centerpiece for a 

Rye pollinator pathway.  She said that collectively, a group of people have come together to 

facilitate things and try to make this happen.  Currently, there is a balance of $3,800 in the City’s 

tree fund.  There are going to be four trees proposed for the landscaping, which would cost $3,600.  

She requested that the City approve that funding for the proposed trees.   

 

 Liz Garrett, landscape designer, presented to the Council.  She thanked Melissa Grieco, Sue 

Drouin, Cathy Barnard and everyone who came to talk about this talked about designing a pollinator 

pathway at the Fireman’s Circle.  She said that everyone understands that the circle is a memorial.  It 

demands respect.  She said that the group certainly welcomed any feedback.  She said that people 

need to access the space who use it as a memorial.  That said, it has an opportunity to add value and 

sustenance.  She said that members of the community want a space that is lush but also clean and 

tidy.  Trees speak to that.  Ms. Garrett then showed a slideshow presentation with a plan for the 

space.  She discussed the proposed tree plantings. 

 

 There was discussion over the canopy of the trees and ensuring that there is no obstructing 

traffic.  Councilman Stacks recommended deferring to the issue to the Traffic and Pedestrian Safety 

Committee on this issue.   

 

 Ms. Garrett discussed the pollinator garden considerations, tree species, growing season, and 

other factors.  She also discussed type of trees in detail, such as flowering dogwood.  

 

 Councilman Stacks asked about irrigation at the circle.  Ms. Garrett said that DPW has had 

annuals in those beds and a watering truck would be used.  The proposed plantings would have 

relatively low care as long as they are well established. 

 

 Ms. Garrett’s presentation showed photos of the recommended species and plantings.   

 

 Ms. Garrett then discussed pricing for the plantings, with the entire cost being around $7,000.  

The trees each would be about $3,650.  She said the group hoped that DPW could deliver the 

materials.  Ms. Garrett briefly discussed the acidity level of the soil, but any issue had been 

remediated.  She said that in the future, the group was hoping to do plantings of low shrubs in the 

right-of-way bordering the circle.  That was also indicated in the budget. 

 

 Mayor Cohn asked if DPW can keep track of the different demands of the plantings.  Ms. 

Garrett said that she spoke with DPW staff; she said that their experience of the gazebo is indicative 

of the good work of DPW to maintain the plantings. 

 

 Councilwoman Goddard added that the garden club has been very helpful in lending 

expertise in the care of the plantings. 

 

 Councilman Mecca asked if Ms. Garrett and the group had presented this to the fire 

department who feels that this circle is something of a sacred ground to them.  Ms. Garrett responded 

that she had not spoken to any of the people in the fire department.   
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 Councilman Mecca said that the statue of the lady is maintained by the fire department.  

There is also a time capsule in the circle.  Every year on September 11, the fire department puts out 

343 flags for those fireman who lost their lives in 9/11.  He also said that every Memorial Day, they 

lay out wreaths and have a memorial.  He said that while it is City property, it is the respectful thing 

to do.   

 

 There was general discussion about the group presenting to the fire department.  Ms. Garrett 

saidt that in terms of timing, it would be advantageous to tag the trees in late March or early April.   

 

 Councilman Mecca made arrangements for Ms. Garrett and Ms. Grieco to attend the 

upcoming Board of Wardens meeting to present their proposal.    

 

 Mayor Cohn commented that with respect to deer resistance of the plantings, he had a 

backyard consumed by deer. The one concern would be creating this beautiful garden and it being 

destroyed by the deer. Mayor Cohn complimented Ms. Garrett on her thoughtful job planning the 

proposed plant selection, and asked if it could include as much deer-resistant plants as possible.  Ms. 

Garrett responded that she could accommodate that request. 

 

 Councilwoman Goddard thanked Ms. Garrett.  She said that Ms. Garrett had been the former 

co-chair of the Rye Healthy Yard program and volunteered her expertise that way.  Councilwoman 

Goddard said it was very clear that Ms. Garrett and the group have spent countless hours on this.  

She thanked everyone who has worked on this. 

 

 This item was adjourned to next meeting. 

 

9. Appointment of the 2020 Deputy Mayor by the Mayor. 

 

 Mayor Cohn appointed Councilman Mecca as Deputy Mayor for the 2020 calendar year.  He 

read a statement about Councilman Mecca and his longtime service to the City and the Council. 

 

10. Designation of the City Council’s Audit Committee by the Mayor. 

 

 Councilman Mecca made a motion, seconded by Councilwoman Goddard, to adopt the 

following resolution: 

 

 RESOLVED, that Councilmembers Souza and Stacks be appointed to the 

City Council’s Audit Committee for a one-year term commencing December 31, 

2020. 

 

11. Designation of the City Council Liaisons by the Mayor. 

 

Mayor Cohn designated the following Council members as Liaisons to the following: 

 

Board of Appeals – Councilwoman Tarlow  

Board of Architectural Review – Councilwoman Goddard 

Boat Basin – Councilwoman Tarlow  
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Human Rights Commission – Councilwoman Souza  

Conservation Commission Advisory Council - Councilwoman Goddard 

Emergency Medical Services – Councilwoman Johnson 

Finance Committee – Councilman Stacks 

Flood Advisory Committee – Councilwoman Johnson 

Landmarks Advisory Committee – Councilman Stacks 

Planning Commission - Councilman Mecca 

Recreation Commission – Councilwoman Souza 

Cable and Communications Committee – Councilwoman Johnson 

Chamber of Commerce – Councilwoman Souza 

Rye City School District – Councilwoman Souza and Mayor Cohn 

Rye Free Reading Room – Councilwoman Tarlow 

Rye Golf Club – Councilman Stacks 

Rye Playland Advisory Committee – Councilman Stacks 

Rye Senior Advocacy Committee- Mayor Cohn 

Rye Town Park Commission – Mayor Cohn and Commissioner Hurd 

Sustainability Committee – Councilwoman Goddard 

Traffic and Pedestrian Safety – Mayor Cohn, Councilman Stacks 

 Master Plan Task Force – To be discussed at a future meeting 

 

12. Designation of the official City newspaper. 

 

 Mayor Cohn made a motion, unanimously carried, to designate the Journal News as the 

official City newspaper for the purpose of publishing legal notices. 

 

13. Designation of the amounts of faithful performance bonds: 

 

 By way of background, Section § C23-3, “Surety bonds” of the City Charter stipulates that 

“The City Comptroller, City Clerk, City Judge, Acting City Judge, City Marshal and such other 

officers and employees as may be specified by the Council shall give bond for the faithful 

performance of their duties. The bond shall be in such sum and with such corporate sureties as may 

be approved by the Council. The premium of all such surety bonds shall be paid by the city.”  

 

 Councilwoman Mecca made a motion, seconded by Councilwoman Johnson and 

unanimously carried, to designate faithful performance bonds for the City Comptroller, City Clerk 

and City Marshall in the following amounts: 

 

 A. City Comptroller $ 1,000,000 

 B. City Clerk $    500,000 

 C. City Marshall $    100,000 

 

ROLL CALL 

AYES:  Mayor Cohn, Councilmembers Goddard, Johnson, Mecca, Souza, Stacks  

NAYS: None 

ABSENT: Councilwoman Tarlow 
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14. Appointments to Boards and Commissions, by the Mayor with Council approval. 

 

 Mayor Cohn made the following appointments and reappointments to the Boards, 

Commissions and Committees, which the Council approved: 

  

Board of Appeals 

Susan Brown, reappointed for a three-year term to expire December 31, 2022 

Alan Weiner, reappointed for a three-year term to expire December 31, 2022 

(Alan Weil to remain as chair) 

 

Board of Architectural Review 

Louis Rollano, appointed for a three-year term to expire December 31, 2022 

Jim Cornacchia, retroactively reappointed for a three-year term to expire December 31, 2021 

Frank Gadaleta, retroactively reappointed for a three-year term to expire December 31, 2021 

Kathy Grainger-Hobbins, reappointed for a three-year term to expire December 31, 2022 

Nancy Patota, reappointed for a three-year term to expire December 31, 2022 

Michael Harrington, retroactively reappointed for a three-year term to expire December 31, 2020 

 

Conservation Commission/ Advisory Council 

Lori Fontanes, reappointed for a two-year term to expire December 31, 2021 

Melissa Grieco, reappointed for a two-year term to expire December 31, 2021 

James Custer, reappointed for a two-year term to expire December 31, 2021 

Ryan Prime, appointed for a one-year term to expire December 31, 2020 

Alexis Devane Tomaino, appointed for a three-year term to expire December 31, 2022 

Julie Canter, appointed for a three-year term to expire December 31, 2022 

James Dalton Murphy, appointed for a three-year term to expire December 31, 2022 

(Tracy Stora to remain chair) 

 

Board of Ethics 

Elizabeth Griffin Matthews, reappointed for a three-year term to expire December 31, 2022 

 

Rye Playland Advisory Committee 

William Meyers, reappointed for a two-year term to expire December 31, 2021 

John Fray, reappointed for a one-year term to expire December 31, 2020 

Lucinda McKinnon, reappointed for a one-year term to expire December 31, 2020 

Mike Visci, reappointed for a two-year term to expire December 31, 2021 

Carolyn Cameron, appointed for a three-year term to expire December 31, 2022 

Sabrina Bunn, appointed for a three-year term to expire December 31, 2022 

Kimberly Higgins, appointed for a two-year term to expire December 31, 2021 

John Egan, appointed for a three-year term to expire December 31, 2022 

(Chair is William Meyers) 

 

Rye Town Park Commission 

Emily Hurd and Mayor Cohn, reappointed for a two-year term to expire December 31, 2021 
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Sustainability Committee 

James Ward, appointed 

(Melissa Grieco, chair) 

  

 

15. Old Business/New Business. 

 

There was nothing discussed under this agenda item. 

 

16. Adjournment. 

 

 There being no further business to discuss, Councilman Mecca made a motion, seconded by 

Councilwoman Souza and unanimously carried, to adjourn the meeting at 8:55 P.M. 

 

        Respectfully submitted, 

 

        Carolyn D’Andrea 

        City Clerk 



 

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA 

DEPT.:  Fire Department                                                                           DATE: January 22, 2020   

CONTACT:  Robert Falk, Commissioner of Public Safety 

AGENDA ITEM:  Authorization for City Manager to 
purchase a new fire truck for $572,345.00 through funds 
in the Vehicle and Building Maintenance Account. 

 FOR THE MEETING OF:   

 January 22, 2020 

RYE CITY CODE, 

 CHAPTER   
 SECTION  

 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION:  That the Council authorize the City Manager to purchase the fire truck, 
and adopt the following resolution: 

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO PURCHASE A 2018 SEAGRAVE 

FASTRACK PUMPER TRUCK 

WHEREAS, the City’s current pumper truck, Engine 193, has been in operation since 
approximately 1989 and is in need of replacement; and  

WHEREAS, the City Manager has been working with the Commissioner of Public Safety 
and the Fire Department to research what type of fire truck would best fit the City’s needs; and  

WHEREAS, a 2018 Seagrave Fastrack Pumper is available for purchase and will meet 
the City’s current needs to replace Engine 193. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council hereby authorizes the 
City Manager to purchase the above-described fire truck for an amount of $572,345.00 (Five 
Hundred Seventy Two Thousand and Three Hundred and Forty Five Dollars); and be it further 

RESOLVED, that the City shall pay for such truck from the City’s Building and Vehicle 
Fund and that, if in the future the City Manager determines that an alternative funding source is 
necessary, the City may reimburse itself any funds expended.     
 

 

IMPACT:     Environmental    Fiscal    Neighborhood    Other: 

 

 

 

BACKGROUND:  The Fire Truck is model number 78K09 FASTrack Series Pumper which will 
be purchased through Seagrave Holdings. 

See Attached information on the new fire truck purchase. 

 

















 

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA 

DEPT.:  City Council  DATE: January 22, 2020 
CONTACT: Mayor Josh Cohn 

ACTION:  Approve appointments to the Boat Basin 
Commission for the terms as outlined below. 

 FOR THE MEETING OF:   
 January 22, 2020 
RYE CITY CODE, 
 CHAPTER   
 SECTION  

 

 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  That the Council approve the new appointments. 

 
IMPACT:      Environmental    Fiscal    Neighborhood    Other: 
 
 

 
BACKGROUND:     
 
Commission Members              Expiration Date 
 
Joe Pecora                                  12-31-21 
Brendan Doyle                            12-31-22 
Matthew Malouin                         12-31-22  
Stephen Monaldo                        12-31-22  
Christian Magliano                       12-31-22  
  
 
 
 
 

 





CITY COUNCIL AGENDA 

DEPT.: City Manager DATE: January 22, 2020 
CONTACT:  Greg Usry, Interim City Manager 
AGENDA ITEM:  Update on Fireman’s Circle plantings 
and resolution authorizing DPW to execute transfer of 
$3,800 from the Tree Fund to DPW so Rye Sustainability 
can execute the Fireman’s Circle plantings subject to TPS 
approval.

FOR THE MEETING OF: 
 January 22, 2020 
RYE CITY CODE, 

CHAPTER  
SECTION 

RECOMMENDATION:  Resolved to authorize DPW to execute the Fireman's Circle  planting 
recommendations and authorize the transfer of funds. 

IMPACT:   Environmental    Fiscal    Neighborhood    Other: 

BACKGROUND:  



Proposed plant budget
Target Install-  Spring  2020

Plant List- Compiled by Liz Garrett
Milton Road Circle updated 11/11/2019

Category Latin Name Common Name Qty Size Unit $ Total $ Remarks Native Notes

Trees Cornus Florida- disease-resistant cultivar Dogwood 3 4" $1,000.00 $3,000.00 Premium shape Native cultivar
Crataegus virdis 'Winter King' Hawthorne 1 8-10' $650.00 $650.00 Multi trunk Native cultivar

Shrubs Aesculus parviflora Bottlebrush buckeye 3 48"-60" $175.00 $525.00 Native SS
Hydrangea querc. 'Sykes Dwarf' dwarf oakleaf hydrangea 9 5 Gal $39.00 $351.00 Could be another cultivar Native cultivar
Ilex crenata 'Hoogendorn' Japanese holly 6 5 Gal. $38.00 $228.00
Itea virginiana 'Little henry' Virginia sweetspire 12 3 Gal $24.00 $288.00 Native cultivar

Herbaceous Amsonia 'Blue Ice' bluestar 20 1 Gal $8.00 $160.00 Native hybrid
Perennials Amsonia hubrechtii Arkansas buestar 10 2 Gal $10.00 $100.00 Native SS

Asclepias incarnata 'Ice Ballet' swamp milkweed 7 1 Gal $8.00 $56.00 Native cultivar
Aster cordifolius (symphuptrichum cordifolium) blue wood aster 17 1 Gal $8.00 $136.00 Avondale' preferred? Native SS
Baptesia australis var. minor dwarf false indigo 12 1 Gal $10.00 $120.00 Native cultivar
Calamintha nepeta 'Montrose White' white catmint 9 1 Gal $8.00 $72.00
Deschampsia cespitosa 'Goldtau' tufted hairgrass 9 1 Gal $8.00 $72.00 Native cultivar
Heuchera villosa 'Autumn Bride' coral bells 14 1 Gal $8.00 $112.00 Native cultivar
Pycanthemum muticum mountain mint 12 1Gal $8.00 $96.00 Native SS

Groundcover Geum fragaroides barren strawberry 96 Flats $3.00 $288.00 Native SS

Bulbs Crocus tommasinianus 'Alba' white Crocus 60 $1.75 $105.00
Tulips clusiana 'Lady Jane' or 'Pepermint Stickspecies tulip 80 $1.00 $80.00

Annuals Spring/early summer 60 4" $4.50 $270.00 TBD
Late summer/ Fall 48 4" $4.50 $216.00 TBD

Mulch and soil amendments 4 Yd $50.00 $200.00 Sweet-Peat or All-Gro

Circle Total Plant material only- Does not include delivery of large trees 488 $7,125.00

Bump - Outs: Plant 3 Areas at first

Shrubs Viburnum- low for Christ Chruch Viburnum- 3 3 Gal. $38.00 $114.00
Nudum perhaps?- native 
with good shape 

Viburnum- taller Viburnum- 8 48-60" $175.00 $1,400.00
Dentatum?-  native with 
good shape 

Groundcover/ Narcissus- various Daffodils- white and poetic 48 $1.50 $72.00
Bulbs Carex appalacia Sedge 180 lg plug $1.55 $279.00 Native SS

Bump-out Total 3 areas only 239 $1,865.00

Grand Total 727 $8,990.00



CITY COUNCIL AGENDA 

DEPT.:  City Manager DATE: January 22, 2020  
CONTACT:  Greg Usry, Interim City Manager 
AGENDA ITEM:  Consideration of a request by the 
American Legion Post 128 and the Ladies Auxiliary of 
Post 128 to approve a parade to commemorate Memorial 
Day to be held on Monday, May 25, 2020 from 9:30 
a.m. to 10:30 a.m.    

FOR THE MEETING OF: 
January 22, 2020 

RECOMMENDATION:  That the Council consider granting the request. 

IMPACT:   Environmental   Fiscal    Neighborhood    Other: 

BACKGROUND: 
The American Legion Post 128 and the Ladies Auxiliary of Post 128 is requesting the Council 
approve a parade to commemorate Memorial Day to be held on Monday, May 25, 2020 from 
9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.   

See attached request from Robin Phelps Latimer, Parade Coordinator. 
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FW: Memorial Day Parade

From: Robin Latimer <latimerrp@gmail.com> 
Date: January 15, 2020 at 6:42:34 PM EST 
To: "Ruttenberg, Noga P." <nruttenberg@ryeny.gov> 
Subject: Re:  Memorial Day Parade 

Hi Noga, Yes, we will have the.parade on Monday, May 25, 2020.  Lineup at Station Plaza at 
8:30 and parade to start at 9:30am.  There will also be a food truck on Haviland La. at 9am to 
12N.  

The ceremony will be on the green immediately following the parade.  Would you like me to 
send a formal letter or would this suffice? 

If you have any further questions, feel free to contact me by e-mail or phone. 

Robin Latimer  

 

  



CITY COUNCIL AGENDA 

DEPT.:  City Manager DATE: January 22, 2020  
CONTACT:  Greg Usry, Interim City Manager 

AGENDA ITEM:  Consideration of request of American 
Legion Post 128 to use Village Green to hold their 
Memorial Day Ceremony on Monday, May 25, 2020, 
from 10:30 a.m. to 11:15 a.m.

FOR THE MEETING OF: 
January 22, 2020 

RECOMMENDATION:  That the City Council approve the request. 

IMPACT:   Environmental    Fiscal    Neighborhood    Other: 

BACKGROUND:   
This event is held annually on the Village Green without incident, complaints, or problems. 
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FW: Memorial Day Parade

From: Robin Latimer <latimerrp@gmail.com> 
Date: January 15, 2020 at 6:42:34 PM EST 
To: "Ruttenberg, Noga P." <nruttenberg@ryeny.gov> 
Subject: Re:  Memorial Day Parade 

Hi Noga, Yes, we will have the.parade on Monday, May 25, 2020.  Lineup at Station Plaza at 
8:30 and parade to start at 9:30am.  There will also be a food truck on Haviland La. at 9am to 
12N.  

The ceremony will be on the green immediately following the parade.  Would you like me to 
send a formal letter or would this suffice? 

If you have any further questions, feel free to contact me by e-mail or phone. 

Robin Latimer  



CITY COUNCIL AGENDA 

DEPT.:  City Manager DATE: January 22, 2020  
CONTACT:  Marcus Serrano 
AGENDA ITEM:  Consideration of a request by the 
American Legion Post 128 and the Ladies Auxiliary of 
Post 128 to have a food truck at the Memorial Day 
event to be held on Monday, May 25, 2020 from 9 a.m. 
to 12 p.m.    

FOR THE MEETING OF: 
January 22, 2020 

RECOMMENDATION:  That the Council consider granting the request. 

IMPACT:   Environmental    Fiscal    Neighborhood    Other: 

BACKGROUND: 
The American Legion Post 128 and the Ladies Auxiliary of Post 128 will host the parade 
and event to commemorate Memorial Day on Monday, May 25, 2020 from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
They are requesting approval from the City Council for a food truck to be set up on 
Haviland Lane for the duration of the event.  
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FW: Memorial Day Parade

From: Robin Latimer <latimerrp@gmail.com> 
Date: January 15, 2020 at 6:42:34 PM EST 
To: "Ruttenberg, Noga P." <nruttenberg@ryeny.gov> 
Subject: Re:  Memorial Day Parade 

Hi Noga, Yes, we will have the.parade on Monday, May 25, 2020.  Lineup at Station Plaza at 
8:30 and parade to start at 9:30am.  There will also be a food truck on Haviland La. at 9am to 
12N.  

The ceremony will be on the green immediately following the parade.  Would you like me to 
send a formal letter or would this suffice? 

If you have any further questions, feel free to contact me by e-mail or phone. 

Robin Latimer  

 

  



 

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA 

DEPT.:  City Manager’s Office DATE: January 22, 2020    
CONTACT:  Greg Usry, Interim City Manager 
AGENDA ITEM:  Consideration of a request by the Rye 
Free Reading Room for the use of the Village Green and 
City Hall Parking lot to host the Annual Vehicle Fair 
Sunday, June 7, 2020 from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

 FOR THE MEETING OF:   
 January 22, 2020 
RYE CITY CODE, 
 CHAPTER        
 SECTION       
 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  That the City Council approve the request for the Rye Free Reading 
Room to host the Annual Vehicle Fair. 

 
IMPACT:     Environmental    Fiscal    Neighborhood    Other: 
 

 
BACKGROUND:  The Rye Free Reading Room has requested use of the Village Green and 
the City Hall parking lot to host the annual Vehicle Fair on Sunday, June 7, 2020 from 11:00 
a.m. to 3:00 p.m. The Vehicle Fair features carnival style activities, family crafts, story times, 
and an up-close experience with the large vehicles. To allow for setup and cleanup activities, 
the RFRR requests permission to use the Village Green and parking lot from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 
p.m.    
 
See attached.  

 
 



January 16, 2020 

Honorable Josh Cohn, Mayor 
Rye City Council 

Dear Mayor Cohn: 

The Rye Free Reading Room respectfully requests the use of the Village Green and City 
Hall parking lot on Sunday, June 7th from 11:00 am to 3 pm to host the annual Vehicle 
Fair. In order to allow time for setup and cleanup, we would like to request permission to 
use the Green, parking lot, and Haviland Lane from 8 am to 5 pm. We also respectfully 
requests permission to host three food trucks on June 7th as part of the Vehicle Fair. 
That permission would include a one day exemption from section D and G of Chapter 
144-8 of the City Code.  

An interactive community event, the Vehicle Fair features carnival style activities, family 
crafts, storytimes, and an up close experience with the large machines that fascinate 
young children. The Rye Free Reading Room and the Auxiliary Board host this event as a 
fundraiser for the library. 

The Rye Free Reading Room is committed to providing a wide range of programming 
that enhances the lives of Rye residents, and has collaborated with the City for approval 
of similar requests. We are excited to continue to support community focused 
programs, and appreciate your consideration of this request. 

Sincerely, 

Chris Shoemaker 
Library Director 



CITY COUNCIL AGENDA
DEPT.:  City Manager  DATE: January 22, 2020 
CONTACT:  Greg Usry, City Manager 
AGENDA ITEM:  Consideration of a request by the Rye 
Free Reading Room to have three food trucks at 
the Annual Vehicle Fair on Sunday, June 7, 2020 from 
11:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.    

FOR THE MEETING OF: 
January 22, 2020 

RYE CITY CODE, 
 CHAPTER   
 SECTION 

RECOMMENDATION:  That the City Council approve the request for the Rye Free Reading 
Room.  

IMPACT:   Environmental    Fiscal    Neighborhood    Other: 

BACKGROUND:  The Rye Free Reading Room will host the annual Vehicle Fair on Sunday, 
June 7, 2020 from 11:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. in the City Hall parking lot. They are requesting 
approval from the City Council for three food trucks.  

 



CITY COUNCIL AGENDA
DEPT.:  City Manager  DATE: January 22, 2020 
CONTACT:  Greg Usry, Interim City Manager 
AGENDA ITEM:  Resolution to grant permission to the 
Rye Free Reading Room to use the Village Green for 
their book sale to be held on Sunday, April 26 from 
8:00 am to 6:00 pm. 

FOR THE MEETING OF: 
January 22, 2020 

RYE CITY CODE, 
 CHAPTER   
 SECTION 

RECOMMENDATION:  That the City Council approve the resolution. 

IMPACT:   Environmental    Fiscal    Neighborhood    Other: 

BACKGROUND: 
The Rye Free Reading Room (RFRR) requests the use of the Village Green on Sunday, April 
26 from 12 pm to 5 pm to host the RFRR Book Sale, a fundraiser. In order to allow time for 
setup and cleanup, the RFRR would like to request permission to use the Green from 8 am to 6 
pm. 

See attached. 



January 16, 2020 

Honorable Josh Cohn, Mayor 
Rye City Council 

Dear Mayor Cohn: 

The Rye Free Reading Room respectfully requests the use of the Village Green on 
Sunday, April 26 from 12 pm to 5 pm to host the Rye Free Reading Room Book Sale, a 
fundraiser for the Rye Free Reading Room. In order to allow time for setup and cleanup, 
we would like to request permission to use the Green from 8 am to 6 pm. 

The Rye Free Reading Room is committed to providing a wide range of programming 
that enhances the lives of Rye residents, and has collaborated with the City for approval 
of similar requests. We are excited to continue to support community focused 
programs, and appreciate your consideration of this request. 

Sincerely, 

Chris Shoemaker 
Library Director 
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