
CITY OF RYE 

1051 BOSTON POST ROAD 

RYE, NY 10580 

AGENDA 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY HALL 

Wednesday, December 3, 2025 

6:30 p.m. 

Please note: The Council will convene at 5:30 p.m. and it is expected they will adjourn into 

Executive Session at 5:31 p.m. to discuss personnel matters and potential litigation. 

1. Pledge of Allegiance.

2. Roll Call.

3. Draft unapproved minutes of the Regular Meeting of the City Council held November

19, 2025.

4. Members of the public may be heard on matters for Council consideration that do not

appear on the agenda.

5. Report of the City Manager.

6. Discussion of the proposed City of Rye 2026 Budget.

7. Mayor and Council amendments to the proposed 2026 City of Rye Budget.

8. Open public hearing on the 2026 Budget.

9. Rye Town Park Commission 2024 financial contribution.

10. Discussion of City Code of Ethics and proposal to hire Steven G. Leventhal, esq.

11. Resolution to declare certain City equipment as surplus.

CONSENT AGENDA 

a) Consideration of a request by the American Legion Post 128 and the Ladies

Auxiliary of Post 128 to hold a parade to commemorate Memorial Day on 
Monday, May 26, 2026, from 8:45 a.m. to 10:15 a.m.



b) Consideration of a request by the American Legion Post 128 and the Ladies

Auxiliary of Post 128 to hold a Memorial Day ceremony on the Village Green

on Monday, May 26, 2026, from 10:15 a.m. to 11:15 a.m.

c) Consideration of a request by the American Legion Post 128 and the Ladies

Auxiliary of Post 128 to offer food for sale on the Village Green on May 26,

2026.

12. Old Business/New Business.

13. Adjournment

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

The next regular meeting of the City Council will be held on Wednesday, December 17, 2025, at 

6:30 p.m.    

** City Council meetings are available live on Cablevision Channel 75, Verizon Channel 39, and 

on the City Website, indexed by Agenda item, at www.ryeny.gov under “RyeTV Live”. 

http://www.ryeny.gov/


1 

 

 

UNAPPROVED MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the 

City Council of the City of Rye held at City Hall on 

November 19, 2025, at 6:30 P.M. 

 

 

PRESENT: 

JOSH COHN, Mayor 

KEITH CUNNINGHAM  

BILL HENDERSON 

JAMIE JENSEN 

JOSH NATHAN 

JULIE SOUZA 

JAMES WARD 

 Councilmembers 
 

ABSENT:   
  

ALSO ATTENDING: 

 BRIAN SHEA, INTERIM CITY MANAGER 

 KRISTEN WILSON, CORPORATION COUNSEL  

 JOE FAZZINO, DEPUTY COMPTROLLER 

CHRISTIAN MILLER, CITY PLANNER 

RYAN COYNE, CITY ENGINEER 

    

The Council convened in City Hall at 6:49 P.M. The meeting was streamed live at www.ryeny.gov 

for public viewing. 

 

1. Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

 Mayor Cohn led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

2. Roll Call. 

 

 The City Clerk called the roll, and there was a quorum. 

 

3. Draft unapproved minutes of the Regular Meeting of the City Council held November 5, 

2025.  

 

On motion by Councilperson Jensen, seconded by Councilperson Nathan, and unanimously 

carried, it was 

 

RESOLVED to approve the drafted unapproved minutes of the Regular Meeting of the City 

Council held on November 5, 2025. 
 

 

http://www.ryeny.gov/
https://ryeny.new.swagit.com/videos/361585?ts=9
https://ryeny.new.swagit.com/videos/361585?ts=31
https://ryeny.new.swagit.com/videos/351829?ts=30
https://ryeny.new.swagit.com/videos/361585?ts=46
https://ryeny.new.swagit.com/videos/361585?ts=46
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4. Members of the public may be heard on matters for Council consideration that do not 

appear on the agenda. 

 

Nobody came to speak. 

 

5. Report of the City Manager.  

 

 Interim City Manager Brian Shea gave an update to the Council on several topics. 

 

6. Mayor’s Message 

 

The Mayor discussed the need to update the City’s Code with respect to the Board of 

Ethics. 

 

7. Continue a public hearing to amend Chapter 141 “Peace and Good Order” of the Code of 

the City of Rye by adding new Sections 141-10 “Public Urination or Defecation,” 141-11 

“Enforcement,” and 141-12 “Penalties for Offenses.” 

 

On motion by Councilperson Souza, seconded by Councilperson Jensen, and unanimously 

carried, it was 

 

 RESOLVED to close the public hearing. 

 

On motion by Councilperson Souza, seconded by Councilperson Jensen, it was 

 

RESOLVED to amend Chapter 141 “Peace and Good Order” of the Code of the City of 

Rye by adding new Sections 141-10 “Public Urination or Defecation,” 141-11 

“Enforcement,” and 141-12 “Penalties for Offenses.” 

 

Adopted by the following vote: 

 

ROLL CALL 

AYES:         Councilpersons Cunningham, Henderson Jensen, Nathan, Souza, Ward, Mayor Cohn  

NAYS: None 

ABSENT:   None 

 

8. Consideration of a petition from Rye Arts Center, Inc. to amend the text of the Rye City 

Zoning Code to permit “Arts Center Use” as a new use permitted subject to additional 

standards and requirements in the R-1 to RT Residential Districts.  

 

On the advice of City Planner Christian Miller and Planning Commission Chairman Nick 

Everett, the Council decided to set up a Work Session on the matter to be scheduled at a 

later date. 

 

https://ryeny.new.swagit.com/videos/361585?ts=65
https://ryeny.new.swagit.com/videos/361585?ts=65
https://ryeny.new.swagit.com/videos/361585?ts=84
https://ryeny.new.swagit.com/videos/361585?ts=666
https://ryeny.new.swagit.com/videos/361585?ts=2377
https://ryeny.new.swagit.com/videos/361585?ts=2377
https://ryeny.new.swagit.com/videos/361585?ts=2377
https://ryeny.new.swagit.com/videos/361585?ts=2428
https://ryeny.new.swagit.com/videos/361585?ts=2428
https://ryeny.new.swagit.com/videos/361585?ts=2428
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• Heather Sweeny, 66 Milton Rd. spoke on the topic 

• Sid Burke, 40 Milton Rd spoke on the topic 

• Julie Margaret Hoben, 66 Milton Rd asked if residents could speak at the future 

work session. 

 

9. Award bid for City Hall HVAC replacement project (Contract # 2025-02E).  

 

On motion by Councilperson Souza, seconded by Mayor Cohn, it was 

 

RESOLVED to award the bid for Contract 2025-02E City Hall HVAC Replacement to 

Naber Electric Corp. in the amount of $375,000.00. 
 

Adopted by the following vote: 
 

ROLL CALL 

AYES:         Councilpersons Cunningham, Henderson Jensen, Nathan, Souza, Ward, Mayor Cohn  

NAYS: None 

ABSENT:   None 

 

10. Award bid for City Hall HVAC replacement project (Contract # 2025-02G).  

 

On motion by Councilperson Souza, seconded by Mayor Cohn, it was 

 

RESOLVED to award the bid for Contract 2025-02G City Hall HVAC Replacement to  

NSC Abatement Services, Inc., in the amount of $724,000.00. 
 

Adopted by the following vote: 

 

ROLL CALL 

AYES:         Councilpersons Cunningham, Henderson Jensen, Nathan, Souza, Ward, Mayor Cohn  

NAYS: None 

ABSENT:   None 

 

11. Award bid for City Hall HVAC replacement project (Contract # 2025-02M).  

 

On motion by Councilperson Souza, seconded by Mayor Cohn, it was 

 

RESOLVED to award the bid for Contract 2025-02M City Hall HVAC Replacement to  

ACS System Associates Inc., in the amount of $1,925,000.00. 
 

Adopted by the following vote: 

 

ROLL CALL 

AYES:         Councilpersons Cunningham, Henderson Jensen, Nathan, Souza, Ward, Mayor Cohn  

https://ryeny.new.swagit.com/videos/361585?ts=3781
https://ryeny.new.swagit.com/videos/361585?ts=4017
https://ryeny.new.swagit.com/videos/361585?ts=4067
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NAYS: None 

ABSENT:   None 

 

12. 2026 proposed budget discussion.  

 

The Council discussed the proposed draft of the 2026 budget and asked Interim City 

Manager Brian Shea and Deputy Comptroller Joe Fazzino to provide some proposed 

budget cut scenarios at the next Council meeting. 

 

13. Amendment to APG plan. 

 

On motion by Councilperson Souza, seconded by Mayor Cohn, it was 

 

RESOLVED to amend the APG plan to outline service requirements for employees to 

become eligible to stay on the City’s health insurance plan in retirement.   

 

Adopted by the following vote: 

 

ROLL CALL 

 

AYES:         Councilpersons Cunningham, Henderson Jensen, Nathan, Souza, Ward, Mayor Cohn  

NAYS: None 

ABSENT:   None 

 

14. Consideration of a request by the Rye Little League to approve a parade to kickoff 

Opening Day of the Little League season on Saturday, April 11, 2026, beginning at 11:00 

a.m.    

 

On motion by Councilperson Souza, seconded by Councilperson Ward, and unanimously 

carried, it was 

 

RESOLVED to approve the request. 

 

15. Resolution to waive parking restrictions and parking fees in all downtown parking lots and 

Purchase Street from December 12 – 15, 2025, and from December 22 – 26, 2025, for 

Hanukkah, Christmas, and Kwanzaa.  

 

On motion by Councilperson Souza, seconded by Councilperson Nathan, it was 

 

RESOLVED to waive parking restrictions and parking fees in all downtown parking lots 

and Purchase Street from December 12 – 15, 2025, and from December 22 – 26, 2025, for 

Hanukkah, Christmas, and Kwanzaa.  

   

Adopted by the following vote: 

https://ryeny.new.swagit.com/videos/361585?ts=4142
https://ryeny.new.swagit.com/videos/361585?ts=5830
https://ryeny.new.swagit.com/videos/361585?ts=5992
https://ryeny.new.swagit.com/videos/361585?ts=5992
https://ryeny.new.swagit.com/videos/361585?ts=5992
https://ryeny.new.swagit.com/videos/361585?ts=6010
https://ryeny.new.swagit.com/videos/361585?ts=6010
https://ryeny.new.swagit.com/videos/361585?ts=6010
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ROLL CALL 

AYES:         Councilpersons Cunningham, Jensen, Nathan, Souza, Ward, Mayor Cohn  

NAYS:  None 

ABSTAIN:  Councilperson Henderson 

 

16. Approval of appointments to the Rye Golf Club Commission.  

 

The Council unanimously gave their nods to the appointments made by the Rye Golf Club 

Commission. 

 

17. Old Business/New Business. 

 

On motion by Councilperson Souza, seconded by Councilperson Nathan, and unanimously 

carried, it was 

 

RESOLVED to approve the request by the Rye Historical Society to use the Village Green 

and close Haviland Lane on November 30, 2025, from 12 pm to 3 pm for a community 

event since Mistletoe Magic has been cancelled. 

 

18. Adjournment.  

 

On motion of Councilperson Souza, seconded by Councilperson Ward, and with the Council 

in favor, the meeting was adjourned at 8:32 P.M. 

 

 

        Respectfully submitted, 

 

        Noga Ruttenberg 

        City Clerk 

https://ryeny.new.swagit.com/videos/361585?ts=6085
https://ryeny.new.swagit.com/videos/361585?ts=6116
https://ryeny.new.swagit.com/videos/361585?ts=6116
https://ryeny.new.swagit.com/videos/361585?ts=6146


CITY COUNCIL AGENDA
DEPT.: City Manager 

CONTACT: Brian Shea, Interim City Manager 

AGENDA ITEM: Discussion of the proposed City of Rye 
2026 Budget.  

FOR THE MEETING OF: 

December 3, 2025 

RECOMMENDATION: That the Council discuss the proposed 2026 Budget. 

IMPACT:   Environmental   Fiscal    Neighborhood    Other: 

BACKGROUND:    



CITY COUNCIL AGENDA
DEPT.: City Manager 

CONTACT: Brian Shea, Interim City Manager 

AGENDA ITEM: Mayor and Council amendments to the 
proposed 2026 City of Rye Budget.  

FOR THE MEETING OF: 

December 3, 2025 

RECOMMENDATION: That the Council propose 2026 Budget amendments before the opening 
of the public hearing.   

IMPACT:   Environmental   Fiscal    Neighborhood    Other: 

BACKGROUND: The Rye City Charter stipulates that a public hearing must be held on the 
proposed budget.  

The City Manager presented the 2026 Budget on November 5, 2025. The Council Budget  
Workshops were held on November 12th and 17th.  
  
Before opening the public hearing, the Mayor and Council may make amendments to the 
proposed budget.  



 

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA 

DEPT.: City Manager   

CONTACT: Brian Shea, Interim City Manager 

AGENDA ITEM: Open public hearing on the 2026 
Budget.   
  

  
 

 FOR THE MEETING OF:   

   

 December 3, 2025 

 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION: That the Council open the public hearing.  

 

IMPACT:     Environmental    Fiscal    Neighborhood    Other: 

 

 

 

BACKGROUND: This is an annual hearing.  
 
  
 

 



CITY COUNCIL AGENDA
DEPT.: City Manager 

CONTACT: Brian Shea, Interim City Manager 

AGENDA ITEM: Rye Town Park Commission 2024 
financial contribution.  

FOR THE MEETING OF: 

December 3, 2025 

RECOMMENDATION: That the Council adopt the resolution. 

IMPACT:   Environmental   Fiscal    Neighborhood    Other: 

BACKGROUND: The City of Rye is responsible for covering a portion of any Rye Town Park 
Commission operating deficit and capital costs.  

See the attached resolution, letter, and audited financial statements. 



 

CITY OF RYE 

 
RESOLUTION ALLOCATING THE RYE TOWN PARK COMMISSION 

(RTP) 2024 FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTION 

WHEREAS, the Agreement signed by the City of Rye and Town of Rye on January 31, 1942 

regarding Rye Town Park stipulated the City's share of the assessed value at 39.278% of the Town's roll; 

and 

WHEREAS, Chapter 848 of the NYS law enacted in 1953 law codified that provision and sets 

forth the process for capital projects at Rye Town Park: and 

WHEREAS, for capital projects, the RTP Commission identifies the scope of a project and the 

estimated cost; and 

WHEREAS, the RTP Commission provides to the Rye City Council and Rye Town Board       

a certificate stating the costs of the project and the portions attributable to each municipality; and 

WHEREAS, the RTP Commission requests $ 395,156 due from the City of Rye for 2024; and 

WHEREAS, this sum includes the City’s share of the 2024 operating deficit contribution of 

$168,869 and the City’s share of the 2024 capital contribution of $226,287; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, the Rye City Council, duly convened does hereby 

RESOLVE, that the Rye City Council does hereby allocate $395,156 to the RTP Commission 

for the City’s 2024 Financial Contribution 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City will appropriate $118,869 from the contingency 

account and appropriate $226,287 from the capex reserve account.  

 

 

RESOLVED, this Resolution shall take effect immediately. 

 

ROLL CALL 

Ayes: 

Nays: 
 
 

STATE OF NEW YORK) 

COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER) 

CITY OF RYE) 

1 















































































 

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA 

DEPT.: City Manager   

CONTACT: Brian Shea, Interim City Manager 

AGENDA ITEM: Discussion of the City Code of Ethics 
and proposal to hire Steven G. Leventhal, esq.  
  

  
 

 FOR THE MEETING OF:   

   

 December 3, 2025  

 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION: That the Council discuss the City Code of Ethics.  

 

IMPACT:     Environmental    Fiscal    Neighborhood    Other: 

 

 

 

BACKGROUND:     
 
  
 

 



 

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA 

DEPT.: City Manager   

CONTACT: Brian Shea, Interim City Manager 

AGENDA ITEM: Resolution to declare certain City 
equipment as surplus.  
  

  
 

 FOR THE MEETING OF:   

   

 December 3, 2025  

 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION: That the City Council adopt the following resolution:  
 
WHEREAS, the City has been provided with a description of equipment identified as being  
obsolete or will become obsolete during 2025, and;  
 
WHEREAS, the City recommends that Said equipment be declared surplus, now, therefore, be  
It 
 
RESOLVED, that said equipment is declared surplus, and, be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that authorization is given to the listed Department Heads to donate or sell or  
dispose of said equipment in a manner that will serve in the best interests of the City. 

 

IMPACT:     Environmental    Fiscal    Neighborhood    Other: 

 

 

 

BACKGROUND: The City Engineer and IT Director have provided memos regarding 
equipment that needs to be declared surplus.  
 
  
 

 



CITY OF RYE, NY 
Department of Public Works 

Memorandum 
 

                                                                                                  
Public Works 

141 Oakland Beach Avenue 
Rye, NY 10580 

(914) 967-7464phone                                                                  (914) 967-4107 fax 

 
DATE:  11/24/2025 
 
TO:  Brian Shea, City Manager 
   
FROM: Ryan Coyne, City Engineer 
 
RE:  Surplus Vehicles and Equipment 
 
             
 
As discussed, we have compiled a list of vehicles and motorized equipment that are no longer useful to 
City departments.  This list is inclusive of the Departments of Public Works, Police, Recreation, Fire 
Department, and Staff vehicles and equipment. We are requesting that the council deem these items as 
“surplus” so that we can proceed to auction.   
 
Should you need additional information, please feel free to call me. 
 

Vehicles 
 

• 2003 Mack RD 690 (Truck 26) 1M2P263C43M034226 Miles:42,170 
• 2017 Ford Explorer  (PD 34)   1FM5K8AR9HGB93131 Miles:97,826 
• 2008 Mitsubishi Lancer (PD 35) JA3AU16U18U044598 Miles:39,057 
• 2009 Freightliner M2   (Truck 11X) 1FVAC3BS59HAK1069 Miles:17,406 



CITY OF RYE 

IT Department 
Memorandum 

To: Brian Shea, Acting City Manager 

From: Joseph DeVita, Head of IT Services 

Date: 12/07/2025 

Re: Surplus Galaxy S10e phones 

IT is requesting to surplus the items below as they are not needed and now later in the life 

span of the devices.  We will take all necessary steps to have the items auctioned and/or 

disposed of as per the City’s surplus policy.  

Item Quantity 

Dell WYSE 3040 Thin Clients 46 

Dell WYSE 5070 Extended thin client 500 Series 7 

These units were acquired in 2020 as a model to minimize our technology footprint.  However, 

the units lacked enough CPU and video processing power to meet the needs of the City.  

Thank you. 

Joseph DeVita 

IT Services 

Rye, New York 10580 

Tel: (914) 967-2535 

Fax: (914) 967-5521 

E-mail: jdevvita@ryeny.gov

http://www.ryeny.gov 

https://apps.apple.com/us/app/city-of-rye/id1609149912


CITY COUNCIL AGENDA
DEPT.: City Manager 

CONTACT: Brian Shea, Interim City Manager 

AGENDA ITEM: Consideration of a request by the 
American Legion Post 128 and the Ladies Auxiliary of 
Post 128 to hold a parade to commemorate Memorial Day 
on Monday, May 26, 2026, from 8:45 a.m. to 10:15 a.m.  

FOR THE MEETING OF: 

December 3, 2025 

RECOMMENDATION: That the Council consider the request. 

IMPACT:   Environmental   Fiscal    Neighborhood    Other: 

BACKGROUND: See the attached request email. 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Sullivan, John P.
Memorial Day Parade and ceremony. 
Wednesday, November 19, 2025 10:45:49 PM

The American Legion and Aux. Request the use of Purchase Street and Village green.  The
Memorial Day Parade and Ceremony will take place in Monday, May 26, 2026. The parade
will start at Station Plaza and continue down Purchase Street to the Village Green.  The
ceremony will take place following the Parade. Also, there will be a table set up on the green
for Coffee, and some handhelds from Poppy's Cafe that will be offered for sale.

Parade lineup will start at Station Plaza at 8:30am and parade to start at 9:30am sharp! 
Ceremony to follow.

Sincerely,

Robin Latimer
President
American Legion Aux
Parade Chair

P.S. This can go on January City Council agenda since holiday season is a busy time. 

mailto:jsullivan@ryeny.gov


CITY COUNCIL AGENDA
DEPT.: City Manager 

CONTACT: Brian Shea, Interim City Manager 

AGENDA ITEM: Consideration of a request by the 
American Legion Post 128 and the Ladies Auxiliary of 
Post 128 to hold a Memorial Day ceremony on the Village 
Green on Monday, May 26, 2026, from 10:15 a.m. to 
11:15 a.m.  

FOR THE MEETING OF: 

December 3, 2025 

RECOMMENDATION: That the Council consider the request. 

IMPACT:   Environmental   Fiscal    Neighborhood    Other: 

BACKGROUND: 



CITY COUNCIL AGENDA
DEPT.: City Manager 

CONTACT: Brian Shea, Interim City Manager 

AGENDA ITEM: Consideration of a request by the 
American Legion Post 128 and the Ladies Auxiliary of 
Post 128 to offer food for sale on the Village Green on 
May 26, 2026.   

FOR THE MEETING OF: 

December 3, 2025 

RECOMMENDATION: That the Council consider the request. 

IMPACT:   Environmental   Fiscal    Neighborhood    Other: 

BACKGROUND: 
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